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Around the Creek 

Message from the SCRS Board Chair 
                                                                   By Pam Garbin 

       

First I want to wish you and your family a Happy early Easter and  safe travels if 
you are off on a vacation over Spring Break.  Spring is in the air and I for one   
cannot wait to feel the summer heat.  

A huge thank you to everyone who came out for our Family Tube Park 
Event at Vista Ridge this past month.  We were again so lucky to enjoy 
such a beautiful afternoon with neighbors and friends. We were hitting 
some pretty high speeds down the hill as conditions were just right for some 
fast runs.  Thank you to the Vista Ridge staff for making us spin faster and    
getting us down and back up the hill safe, Bertinis catering for an amazing 
meal and our amazing group of SCRS volunteers. 

 

As a group we really love to provide these opportunities to the community and as always   
welcome any input into NEW ideas or activities. Please do not hesitate to contact one of the 
board members if you have something that you would like to see in Saprae Creek.  It has 
been great to see monthly events like Movie Night become so popular as we welcome NEW 
families into Saprae Creek.   

The students in the Sunday Taekwondo class just went through 
their first Tip test, it has been great to see the progress they have 
made over the last 3 months.  It is never too late to register, just   
attend a Sunday class and try it for FREE the first time. 

 

I have heard from the HUB that their program in Saprae Creek is set to restart in mid April, 
after Spring Break, watch the Facebook Page for updates.  

 

Please as the snow melts and the ditches fill with water, watch your kids when they are     
playing outside, some of those water holes can get pretty deep. May will see our Spring    
Community Clean up Event and BBQ, a chance to make Saprae Creek look great, watch for 
details in next months newsletter.  

 A few opportunities for the teens of The Creek this upcoming May watch for MISSION 

IMPOSSIBLE to be held Friday, May 15th, from 7-10pm, and starting Friday May 29th, a 

Youth Group will be hosted in the Spruce Valley Room at Vista Ridge from 6:30-9:30pm. 

Have a great month! 



Councillor’s Corner  - April  2015  by Al Vinni 

Hey, just want to say off the top what a blast Tammie and I had at the annual 

Saprae Creek tubing party. We teamed up with those crazy Hutton’s to form 

the best high speed tube train ever, that went right into the bush off the end 

of the track. Thanks to our hosts at Vista Ridge led by Kevin, thanks to        

Bertini’s catering for the great meal afterwards and thanks to everyone with 

the Residents Society for volunteering their time to again make this the best 

annual community activity we have. Awesome! 

As I believe I mentioned last month, I was off to Burnaby for the Quarterly 

Board Meetings (QBM) of the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM). I serve on FCM as 

part of my Council duties, and yes I get to travel to a different Canadian community every three 

months, but it is not all fun and games. We work a lot on policy and strategy for engaging with 

the Federal government to get them to do more for our municipalities, including the RM of 

Wood Buffalo. I am very excited to inform you that at the meetings in Burnaby it was               

announced that the September 2017 QBM will be held in Fort McMurray. This is 100 elected 

mayors and councillors, plus 30 or so FCM staff coming to Fort McMurray on their own dime, to 

experience what Fort McMurray and our region are actually all about. These are people that 

are positive about our country, and I think we will end up with more than a hundred very        

influential ambassadors that will describe and explain Fort McMurray to the people of their   

municipality. I have a standing bet that this will be the most well attended QBM in FCM history, 

and no one has bet against me yet. 

Current economic times are pretty tough, more so for some than others. I, like many of you I’m 

sure, have struggled to find work at some time in your life; so for those who are looking for 

work now, I wish you all the best, and hope someone soon realizes how valuable you are. 

From a Council perspective, the way I look at things is as follows. We certainly have to be      

prudent with the money we spend, to try and spend it where it will do the most good for the    

citizens of this region. However, that does not mean that we slash our budget to the point 

where we are laying off people and postponing much needed projects. I am very proud of the 

work our Council have done to this point to balance fiscal prudence with the recognition that 

we as a significant regional employer and investor need to step up to the plate and attempt to 

counteract the negative economic effects of the oil companies’ efforts to cut their costs. 

 

   



Councillor’s Corner  - April 2015  by Al Vinni 

 

  So, as a Council, we have stayed the course on our target employment levels, and will        

continue with a $300 million dollar capital program as well as our $500 million dollar           

operating budget. With the addition of $200 million or more of spending on capital projects 

from previous years’ budgets, we will inject over a billion dollars directly into the economy of 

the RM of Wood Buffalo this year, at a time when this spending is desperately needed to    

maintain employment and incomes for our citizens. It is in the good years to come that we 

should be reigning in spending, and we will have the chance to do so, as I believe in the long 

term viability of this region. For now, if we were to cut, cut, cut like the oil companies believe 

they must, we would only be making a bad situation worse, throwing more people out of work. 

This is the time when your municipality stands with you and your family by maintaining service 

levels and stimulating economic activity right here at home. This is the role of government, to 

step in when the private sector is in a trouble to stabilize a struggling economy. Quite frankly, 

we could use a few more Federal dollars like the $25 million that the Feds are announcing for 

runway expansion at the airport tomorrow morning. Give the province their due; they have 

given us an unexpected $12 million additional dollars under the Municipal Sustainability       

Initiatives program for this year. It was comforting for me to hear Municipal Affairs Minister 

McQueen say much the same thing that I have said above, that government has to step in 

when times are tough to keep development of needed infrastructure moving ahead, for the   

direct benefit of the residents of the municipality where the investment is occurring. 

I am optimistic that as we soon move into the bright days of spring and summer, we will also 

see brighter days on the horizon for our economy. We will get our sewers and roads and new 

water lines over the next 2 years in our southern communities, and those projects will stand as 

a testament to our Council’s determination to invest for the long term benefit of the people of 

this region. 

Thank you, 

Al Vinni, Councillor, Ward 3  



IN THE CREEK 

   

  THE HUB Parent/Child Program   

 

                 

 Watch the Facebook Page for Updates on this Program 

Set to restart after Spring Break 

 

 

 

 

 

      We look forward to offering YOGA in the CREEK 

                            in the Spruce Valley Room at Vista Ridge 

 

   Call Pam at 780-881-4974 for more information 

 

 

Watch for the next round on registration near the 

beginning of April on our  

Facebook Page 

for upcoming  

                                             classes in April and May 



AROUND THE CREEK 







       

 

 

 

 

 

WHEN: Friday April 17th 

WHERE: Spruce Valley Room at Vista Ridge 

TIME: 6-7:30 

COST: FREE  

Join us for pizza and a movie 

This event is sponsored by the Saprae Creek Residents Society 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is NOT a drop off event parental supervision is required! 

Please respond to the event invitiation on the Saprae Creek Residents Society Facebook Page 

For more information Contact Pam 780-881-4974 

 



Bowman’s Taekwondo in Saprae Creek! 

 The Saprae Creek Residents Society is pleased to have Bowman’s Taekwondo in Saprae Creek!               

Your SCRS is subsidizing this program, to provide Saprae Creek Residents with this opportunity, which is 
great FOR ALL AGES!  Vista Ridge has graciously allowed us to use their ski lodge lobby for these classes! 

 Location:  Vista Ridge Main Lobby                SUNDAYS 

        6pm – 7pm         4 to 7 year olds 

        7pm – 8pm         8 year olds and up (YES TEENS & ADULTS WELCOME! 

  

Membership fees:            Students aged  4 to 8  class is  $50 / month  all other classes $75 / month   

                                              (direct withdrawals from your account) – this covers the weekly Sunday  
             evening sessions. 

                                             $115.95 / month - Children, if you also want to attend sessions at Bowman’s downtown Dojang 

                                             $125.95 / month – Adults, if you also want to attend sessions at Bowman’s downtown Dojang 

  

Uniforms:               Bowman’s will take uniform orders on an ongoing basis.  Try a class to make sure you like it, and then order your uniform. 

  

Equipment:            The Saprae Creek Residents Society will be covering the cost of additional training equipment. 

                                             

 Bring a void cheque, as Bowman’s will arrange for direct billing to your bank account for the monthly 
fee. 

  

Bring a bottle of water, you are going to need it! 

  

SCRS 



IN THE CREEK 



Saprae Creek Skating Rink 

 

 The Rink is NOW CLOSED 

Thanks for a great season 

SLUSH CUP SUNDAY APRIL 5th (last day of the ski season) 

Always call 780-799-SNOW prior to heading out to Vista Ridge  

for the daily ski and tube report. 

They also have a FACEBOOK Page for daily updates 

 



MUNICIPALITY NEWS 

2015 Fort McMurray Kids of Steel Triathlon Schedule: 

Aquathon (swim-run) - Sunday, April 19th 

Triathlon (swim-bike-run) - Sun, May 31st 

Duathlon (run-bike-run) – date TBD (fall) 

Contact Info: fortmcmurraykidsofsteel@gmail.com 

 

Register at www.nltc.ca 



MUNICIPALITY NEWS 



MUNICIPALITY NEWS 
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MUNICIPALITY NEWS 
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(780) 799 - 0655 

  

      CREEK CUTS 

                   Specializing in men’s and kids haircuts 

                     Located in Saprae Creek 

                           68 Freestone Way 

Call Robin Antle to book your appointment today! 

                                                               780-838-3501 
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Schedule of Programs and Events 

Community Calendar APRIL 2015 

4 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

       

 

      

1 

      

2 

        Yoga 

3 

  Good Friday 

4 

 

5 

 

6 Easter 

      Monday 

7 

   SPRING 

8 

     

9 

    BREAK    

10 11 

 

12 

 

13 

        

14 

 

15 16 

         

17 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

       Yoga 

21 22 

 

23  

       

24 

  

25 

26 

                   

27 

        

28 

 

29 

 

30 

         

 

 

 

 

 Saprae Creek Volunteer Fire Department Practice Nights: (Mondays) 

 Family Movie Night : Friday April 17th 6-7:30 

 YOGA in the Creek: (NO YOGA DURING SPRING BREAK) Watch FB page for next round of classes 

 Taekwondo: Sundays 6-8pm 

 

 

 


